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SUBJECT: SAHARA DEVELOPMENTS 

REF A. MADRID 723 B. MADRID 628 

1. GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF SAHARA HELD SPECIAL SESSION FEB 6-8 
AT EL AAIUN. SECGEN OF GOVT RODRIGUEZ DE VIGURI PRESENTED 
REVIEW OF LATEST POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS WITH RESPECT TO CEUTA, 
ME, I, ILL A, AND PROPOSAL BY AUSTRALIAN DELEGATE IN UN THAT UN 
INVESTIGATING TEAM BE SENT WITHOUT DELAY TO SAHARA IN ORDER 
TO ACCELERATE PROCESS OF DECOLONIZATION. ASSEMBLY ELECTED 
FOUR ADVISORS (ASESORES) FOR COUNCIL OF GOVT AS WELL AS 
CREATION OF A PERMANENT COMMITTEE TO ACT IN ASSEMBLY'S NAME 
IN BETWEEN REGULAR OR SPECIAL SESSION (REF B). ELECTION 
OF COMMITTEE WAS IN RESPONSE TO RECOMMENDATION MADE AT 
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EMPHASIZED NEED TO HAVE PERMANENT BODY CAPABLE OF RESOLC NG 
"OUR URGENT MATTERS." 

2. ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT JATRI ULD SAID SPOKE IN FAVOR OF 
UNION OF SAHARAN PEOPLE IN ORDER TO OBTAIN INDEPENDENCE 
AND ASKED SECGEN DE VIGURI TO TRANSMIT TO GOS, ASSEMBLY'S 
DESIRE THAT IT BACK THIS ASPIRATION. 

3. LATEST ISSUE OF WEEKLY "DOBLON" CONTAINS INTERVEIW 
WITH JATRI WHO REFERRED TO SAHARAN CLAIM TO PARTS OF 
MOROCCO, ALGERIA AND MAURITANIA AS ORIGINALLY BELONGING 
TO SAHARAN TERRITORY. THESE TERRITORIES INCLUDE TARFAYA 
AND TAN TAN NOW PART OF MOROCCO. TINDUF NOW BELONGING TO 
ALGERIA ("WHEN FRENCH ARRIVED IT TINDUF THEY DID NOT 
MEET ALGERIANS, THEY MET SAHARANS"). HE ALSO CLAIMED AREAS 
OF BIR JUM GRIENE AND MONTE IDJIL NOW IN MAURITANIAN 
TERRITORY ("WHEN FRENCH REACHED THESE AREAS, THEY FIRST 
ENCOUNTERED SAHARANS"). 

4. COMMENT: GOS HAS TAKEN STEPS TO MOBILIZE SAHARAN 
OPINION IN FAVOR OF SELF-DETERMINATION AND EVENTUAL INDE- 
PENDENCE AS WELL AS TO GIVE VOICE TO SAHARANS AS MEANS OF 
BUTTRESSING ARGUMENT THAT THEY MUST BE CONSULTED BEFORE ANY 
DECISION IN UN FORUM IS MADE ABOUT THEIR FUTURE. T LGK 

HAS BEEN NO INFORMATION ABOUT POSTPONEMENT OF REFERENDUM 
ORIGINALLY PROMISED BY GOS TO BE HELD IN FIRST HALF OF 
1975, BUT SPAIN HAS SET THE STAGE SO THAT, AT ITS 
DISCRETION, ANY IMPORTANT DECISION BY UN REGARDING TIMING 
OF REFERENDUM OR ULTIMATE STATUS OF AREA CAN BE 
SUBMITTED TO ASSEMBLY'S PERMANENT COMMITTEE FOR APPROVAL. 

IT IS PERHAPS ONE WAY OF KEEPING SAHARAN OPINION ENGAGED 
AS LEGITIMATE INTERLOCUTOR. THEREBY UNDERCUTTING APPARENT 
MOROCCAN EFFORTS TO BYPASS CONSULTATION OF SAHARANS ABOUT 
THEIR FUTURE. IF MOROCCO RAISED THE ANTE BY INTRODUCING 
ISSUE OF STATUS OF CEUTA AND MELILLA WITH SPAIN, LATTER 
HAS RESPONDED IN KIND BY INCREASING PRESSURE LOCALLY IN 
SAHARA FOR EVENTUAL SELF-DETERMINATION AND INDEPENDENCE. 
EATON 
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